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Drafting the academic problem 

 
I defended my university doctoral thesis in 1994 and more than one and a half decade  
have  elapsed since then. Now I wanted to examine how my proposals drawn up in that thesis 
have been carried out in the field of legal education in the Zrínyi Miklós National Defence 
University, which is the only military higher educational institution in Hungary. 
After joining NATO and the European Union the situation in Hungary has changed, we joined 
the developed western societies. Our economy has also  changed, the socialist planned 
economy was succeeded by the western type capitalist market economy. 
Accordingly, we had to change the old social and economic structure, the public 
administration,  the defence forces and last but not least the educational system as well.  
After joining the western military alliance, which happened on 12 April 1999, our defence 
system has changed and since then we have been able to function as a member of a strong 
political-military alliance. After the EU-accession / 1 May 2004/ we belong to the developed 
western countries concerning our economy, but to tell the truth we will have to do a lot of 
things in order to reach the Euro-zone. The Schengen borders established on 1 January 2008 
shift more responsibility onto Hungary as the EU border is stretching to the east. 
These political, economic, social changes had an influence on the military and the law 
enforcement organizations, their education and training. Following the Bologna agreement the 
Hungarian higher education has changed, new educational systems have been formed, and all 
these changes are reflected in the 2005 CXXXIX.  law, respectively in its amendment about 
the higher education in Hungary. In accordance with these changes the military and law 
enforcement tertiary education, which is the integral part  of  the Hungarian education system, 
have undergone  a lot of changes, for example the BSc, MSc and the PhD education have 
been introduced in the Zrínyi Miklós National Defence University. 
The military and law enforcement higher education systems are changing and being renewed 
continuously. Beside the military field of study more and more civil subjects have been 
introduced, e.g. Writing analytics as a further training, the International studies which is a BA 
course. 
The main aim of the military education is to train such officers into different assignments who 
are experts in military sciences, have expertise in their professions, highly accomplished in 
several fields, speak languages, are able to perform their tasks in missions and peace support 
operations. In compliance with this aim the structure of the subjects, the themes of the 
military subjects and auxiliary science as well as social sciences have to be changed. 
Levelling up the legal education and training is also stressed. 
One of the basic tasks of the military higher education is to prepare cadets for the peacetime 
activity of military organizations, for the everyday training as well as for the entire 
performance of missions and peace operations. In the future Hungary will play more 
important role in the peace operation in Afghanistan. This obligation is arising from our 
NATO membership. However, we should not forget the operations in Kosovo, Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Serbia. Within the framework of the tertiary education we have to prepare 
our officers, commanders for the right application of the law, for the permanent maintenance 
of the rule of law and for maintaining relations with the civilian population. 
                        
 
 
 
 
 



The main aims of the research and research hypotheses 
 
While writing my doctoral dissertation my aim was to examine the following questions: 
1. The role of arts subjects in the military higher education, within that in the legal 
preparation: what we have to teach in the new situation; forming and continuous adjusting of 
the education according to the Bologna process. 
2. The situation of the commanders’ legal preparation in the ZMNDU following the NATO 
and EU accession. Coordination of the legal education in some allied countries and 
experience of the international conferences regarding this matter and the military Erasmus. 
3. The judgement of the legal education and training in the ZMNDU on the basis of the 
teachers’ and cadets’/students’ opinion; those who participated in different international 
missions were asked about their opinion about the legal preparation of commanders. The need 
of improvement based on experience. 
4.  The legal preparation of the personnel capable of carrying modern tasks; the place and the 
role of the officer in the military who deliberately undertook the discipline and this 
profession. 
5. The necessity of changes concerning the commander’s legal preparation and suggestions 
for the new legal education in the ZMNDU. 
My research hypothesis issued in different media is that the NAT cannot fulfil its function in 
the basic education, the ratio between the arts and real subjects is inadequate, that’s why its 
revision is necessary. I also suppose that the ratio of the arts subjects is not adequate in the 
higher or the military higher education. 
The coordination of the Bologna process at European level has not attained the required level, 
that’s why the realization of the MSc and BSc education in Hungary requires further revise. 
In the military tertiary education in accordance with the requirements of the 21st century we 
should put more emphasis on the legal education in every field and  strengthen  the teaching 
staff of the section or department with such lawyers who possess with academic degree. 
 
 

Research methods 
 
In order to realize my aims I used the following research methods: 
 

1. I studied the different documents in the Military History Archives and Museum, the 
National Széchenyi Library, in the library of the Parliament as well as in the ZMNDU 
Central Library. I also read up on the relevant parts of the national and international 
special literature connected with this topic, diploma theses and dissertations published 
in this subject, newspapers, journals, rules and regulations, studies, the results and 
recommendations of the latest researches in order to be more familiar with this 
question gathering the necessary and reliable data. 

2. I studied and analysed the related laws, rules, the relevant training measures,  the 
requirements concerning the subjects, the curriculum, reports on the basis of which I 
wanted to draw conclusions and put forward my proposals in the field of legal 
education. 

3. I summarized the common and contradictory facts of those documents that I could find 
and get at, and on the basis of these facts I drew my conclusions. 

4. I participated in conferences, symposiums, lectures the theme of which was connected 
somehow with my research field.     

      5.  I systematized and made use of my knowledge and experience got during my military   
.          career. 



      6.  In the course of my dissertation I made a sociological survey of the legal education, the 
           necessity of its improvement as well as I attached the opinions of those people who  
           took part in missions. 
      In my dissertation I haven’t dealt with the legal education of the contract personnel or the 
NCOs. I only analysed the education of those cadets/ students who participate in the BSc and 
MSc training. 
According to the set research purposes my doctoral dissertation is divided into four chapters: 
 
In the first chapter I deal with the place and role of arts and real subjects in the field of basic 
education through the higher education. I stress the importance of arts and human subjects in 
the military higher education, their ratios and roles in the interests of the legal preparation. I 
analyse how it fits the Bologna process. 
 
The second chapter comprises the situation of the commanders’ legal preparation in the 
ZMNDU following the NATO and EU accession. I analyse and present the legal preparation 
of the commanders in some NATO and EU countries. I also mention the military Erasmus. I 
deal with the coordination of the legal education in the allied states, and regarding this matter 
I examine the experience of international conferences. 
 
In the third chapter  I study the legal education and training on the basis of a sociological 
survey made in the ZMNDU. I mention the legal preparation of the commanders based on the 
opinions of personnel having taken part in missions. I look over the legal preparation of the 
personnel who can carry out modern, expeditionary tasks. I analyse the position and role of 
the officers who deliberately undertook this profession and discipline. In the end I summarise 
and draw my conclusions from the legal education, training, and then I put forward my 
proposals for the improvement of the training. In the last chapter I outline my idea about the 
new university. 
 
In the fourth chapter I justified the specified working theories. I also outline the results 
obtained during my research. I draw up the new scientific results of my dissertation. Finally, I 
draft my recommendations which are to be realized in the future, and those ones which have 
been carried out during my research work. 
 
On the basis of my experience and researches I think that the subject of my dissertation is 
topical because nowadays we should put more emphasis on the arts subjects, within this on 
the legal education since the officers capable of carrying out modern, expeditionary tasks 
have to face more and more legal questions, which have to be solved without the help of legal 
experts in most cases. 
As a result of my research I can state that in the ZMNDU the legal education is of high 
quality, but in our continuously changing world we have to pay special attention to the legal 
education so that the Hungarian officers could be more qualified and suitable for performing 
the national and international tasks. 
 

Summary 
 
Looking over some parts of the curriculum applied in the ZMNDU and analysing the different 
fields of military studies I was able to form my opinion about the education in the university 
and the present situation of the legal education. It is essential for the man of 21st century to 
know the arts studies at high level and put in practice the real sciences. The officers are 



considered as intellectuals, what’s more they can be key factors irrespectively of their 
nationalities.   
The BSc and MSc education in different national and international military and civil 
universities and colleges can be much and appropriate help for this knowledge. The education 
of course should be carried out according to the relevant laws and the Bologna process. The 
optional majors comprise both arts and real subjects, training elements, but it changes to a 
great extent whether the degree is an art or real one. In both educational forms the percentage 
distribution depends according to this, for the benefit of one or another. Those people who 
take part in the higher education should have expertise in both fields not only in the field of 
general education,disregarding the fact that the time of polyhistors is over now. “ The 
Hungarian officers have to possess such education which can help them to excel in the 
Hungarian or the European intellectual elite and cope with everything.” 
 

Conclusions 
 
In my dissertation I studied the place and role of arts and real subjects in the military higher 
education , including the legal education. I found that in the ZMNDU beside the high quality 
general and special education in my opinion the art education especially in the Bolyai János 
Military Technical Faculty was pushed into the background. It has to be improved taking into 
consideration the possibilities.                                                                               
 

Results 
 
Relying on the modern military literature available for me, rules and regulations as well as the 
scientific results of those researchers who did their research on this subject, and taking into 
consideration that I have spent decades in the military and relying on the collected experience 
and knowledge, I proved many things drafted in the hypothesis, I have achieved the following 
scientific results: 

1. I justified the importance of the legal education in the ZMNDU, in connection with the 
requirements of NATO and EU membership and with the data of my empirical survey. 
I confirmed the necessity of the extension of legal education in every field. 

2. I examined the situation of the arts and real subjects in the military higher education, 
in the first place with reference to the military fields of study. I justified that the ratio 
was shifted for the benefit of the real sciences and subjects, and in my opinion it has to 
be changed. 

3. I examined the situation of the military higher education in some NATO countries as 
well as their legal education and I found that within the international law knowledge 
more stress should be put on the introduction of common legal rules in the education. 

 
Recommendations 

 
This dissertation can be used in the military in the following ways: 

1. This dissertation can be used in the military higher education, in the course of  the 
legal education, its review and extension. 

2. There is a possibility for comparison of the civil and military legal education, 
For  the survey of the civil legal education, in this way it will be possible to carry out          

      Reforms  in all areas of the legal education in the ZMNDU. 
I hope that those people who are interested in this subject as well as decision-makers and 
those ones who determine the future of the HDF and the military higher education will 
make use of my dissertation in their work.  



Nevertheless I must admit that I do not consider my research settled, as the basic 
education, the higher and the military higher education are continuously changing, 
refreshing. It has an influence on the arts and real subjects, which are also developing in 
compliance with the requirements of the 21st century. The increasingly high level military 
higher education, its research and examination can be continued. 
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